
Stories from the 
land along the Soča 

guided tours along the Walk of Peace 
in the Upper Soča Region and to Slavia Veneta







¶ The Kolovrat outdoor history 
classroom; the story of Erwin 
Rommel; the story of Ernest 
Hemingway; the panoramic view;  
flora and fauna; lunch at the 
typical Slavia Veneta inn
.......................................................
The First World War Outdoor 
Museum Kolovrat
Within the framework of its third line of de-
fence the Italian army built a whole system of 
defence- and gun positions and observation 
posts on the Kolovrat range. Part of the posi-
tions on the slope of the hill Na gradu (1115 
m) were restored and arranged as an outdoor 
museum. Opening from the ridge of the 
Kolovrat range is an exceptional view over 
the onetime battlefield of the Isonzo Front 
from Mt. Kanin, over the Krn range to Mt. 
Sveta Gora; in the opposite direction, the 
view reaches over the Friuli-Venezia Giulia all 

Experiencing the transborder nature 
of the Kolovrat range panorama



to the Adriatic sea. All the time a visitor has a 
feeling that he/she stands on a privileged van-
tage point, at the contact of two completely 
different worlds, which, however, are strong-
ly interdependent and bound to interact. The 
state border, which for centuries ran along 
these ridges and shaped the destiny of local 
population, did not only separate the people 
from either side but also connected them due 
to their common culture, mere survival and 
the proverbial disobedience to remote cen-
tres of political and economic power. There-
fore even the smugglers or contrabanders, 
who were quite numerous in the mountain-
ous world, can be taken as transferors of cul-
ture and different lifestyles, since this is the 
area of the contact of two large cultural sys-
tems – the Slavic and the Romance.
.......................................................
The story of Erwin Rommel
“The Desert Fox” started his military career 
as early as the First World War. Rom-
mel’s tactics skills in combination with the 
exceptional perseverance and loyalty of his 
subordinate mountain battalion exerted the 
decisive impact on the course of events dur-
ing the breakthrough near Kobarid, which 
fixed this little town in the Upper Soča Re-
gion into the world map of military history.

....................................................... 
The story of Ernest Hemingway
The worldwide famous American author 
chose the Isonzo Front for the place of events 
in his historical novel “A Farewell to Arms”. 
The novel comprises many autobiographical 
elements. Which of them are genuine and 
which are not? Did the author ever visit the 
former scene of the Isonzo Front in person or 
didn’t he? How did this literary work con-
tribute to better recognisability of the Soča 
valley?

....................................................... 
Flora and fauna on the Kolovrat 
range
On the sunny slopes, which drain to the 
Nadiža river basin, several plant species grow 
which demonstrate the sub-Mediterranean 
influence and concurrently the proximity of 
the Julian Alps. Especially during the migra-
tion seasons, i.e. spring and late autumn, the 
Kolovrat range is also suitable for birdwatch-
ing.



¶The Kobarid Museum; the Kob-
arid History Walk; the archaeo-
logical site of Tonocov grad; 
Museum of Alpine-dairy cheese-
making in the Dairy Planika; 
ornithology
.......................................................
The Kobarid Museum
The Kobarid Museum features the First 
World War warfare in the mountainous part 
of the Isonzo Front. The largest part of the 
exhibition is dedicated to the Battle near 
Kobarid.
.......................................................
The Kobarid History Walk
The five kilometers long walk combines 
historical, archaeological and natural points 
of interest in the surroundings of Kobarid 
and is suitable for any visitor. The historical 
heritage along the walk ranges from prehis-
torical times to the period after the Second 

Unveiling the past of the 
historical place of Kobarid



World War; certainly the most important 
periods are the time of the migration of 
Barbaric tribes, the Napoleonic military 
campaigns and the time of the Great War 
and its aftermath. As to the natural beauties, 
the gorge of the emerald Soča and the Koz-
jak fall are at the fore.
....................................................... 
The archaeological site of 
Tonocov grad
The Tonocov grad is a rocky hill above the 
Soča near Kobarid. Having natural pro-
tection the location was settled for long 
centuries. Tonocov grad played the most 
important role from the 4th to the 6th cen-
tury and during the period of the migration 
of peoples. The settlement, built at the end 
of the 5th century, had more than twenty 
residential houses and several churches. The 
rich finds rank Tonocov grad among the best 
preserved late-antiquity settlements located 
on higher altitudes in the East Alps.
....................................................... 
Listening to and watching birds 
in the area of Kobariško blato
The area of Kobariško blato belongs to the 
ecological network of Natura 2000. From 
the viewpoint of landscape it is exceptionally 

diverse and it is an important nesting area 
of different birds. The unique nesting area 
of grey heron adds a special feature to this 
place.
....................................................... 
Museum of Alpine-dairy cheese-
making in the Dairy Planika
Presented in this historical-ethnological 
collection is the heritage of Alpine pasturing 
and alps and the tradition of cheese-making 
in the Soča Region. The central part of the 
collection features an alp abode, with all the 
required equipment for cheese making on 
the alps, and a fifteen-minute film, by means 
of which visitors can get a vivid presentation 
of work and life on the alps in the past and 
in the present and of the processing of milk 
to cheese and other dairy products in the 
present dairy Planika.

Unveiling the past of the 
historical place of Kobarid



¶ The village of Drežnica; the 
First World War outdoor mu-
seum Zaprikraj; private museum 
collection of the First World 
War; lunch in a village inn or at a 
tourist farm
.......................................................
The village of Drežnica
This picturesque village under Mt. Krn is 
accompanied by four other villages nearby. 
They have suffered damage from several 
earthquakes, but they are in good state 
today. Drežnica has been declared twice the 
most beautiful mountain place in Slovenia. 
It is also popular for its really beautiful and 
big parish pilgrimmage church of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, which was built in 1912. A 
restored water mill near the village is open 
for visitors, there are also two wonderful 
falls and the Koseška korita gorge. Typical of 
Drežnica is a carnival with wooden masks, 

Inspiring proximity 
of the majestic mt. Krn



which represents a genuine continuation of a 
very old custom.
.......................................................
The First World War outdoor 
museum Zaprikraj
The well fortified onetime Italian line in the 
Krn range offers an insight into the organi-
zation of Italian defence. Here you can see 
well preserved and partly restored trenches, 
caves and fortified positions. The outdoor 
museum Zaprikraj (1259 m) is located 
within the Triglav National Park area and in 
the vicinity of still living alps. In addition to 
the history of the First World War it also of-
fers many trekking pleasures in the beautiful, 
unspoiled nature.
....................................................... 
Private museum collection of the 
First World War
There are several enthusiast collectors in the 
Soča Region who have gathered remains of 
the Isonzo Front for many years and organ-
ized them in rich museum collections in 
their homes. In addition to interesting items 
they have also collected stories of the oral 
tradition which they gladly tell to visitors 
with the support of their extensive knowl-
edge. 

Inspiring proximity 
of the majestic mt. Krn



¶ Ravelnik and Čelo, two First 
World War outdoor museums; the 
First World War military cem-
etery; fortifications in the Bovec 
area; the story of Napoleon 
Bonaparte; the valley of Kanal-
ska dolina (La Valcanale) 
.......................................................
The First World War outdoor 
museum Ravelnik 
It presents the remains of the Austro-Hun-
garian first line of defence in the Bovec area. 
Besides trenches and connecting galleries, 
seen in this rather small area can also be 
caves, pillboxes and machine-gun emplace-
ments and reconstructions of cabins. In 
the vicinity of Ravelnik (519 m) there is a 
military cemetery. 

Unveiling the Bovec gate 



.......................................................
The First World War outdoor 
museum Čelo
The Austro-Hungarian gun fortification on 
Čelo (650 m) was an important point of 
defence in the Bovec basin. Well preserved 
are its trenches and gun positions. From 
here a beautiful view opens over the Bovec 
basin, Mt. Rombon and other surrounding 
mountains.
....................................................... 
The First World War military  
cemetery at Log pod Mangartom
Lying at rest in one of the best preserved 
First World War military cemeteries are 
about 800 brave defenders of the majestic 
Mt. Rombon. Erected to their memory was 
the monument featuring two soldiers look-
ing up at Mt. Rombon. 
....................................................... 
Fortifications in the Bovec area & 
the story of Napoleon Bonaparte
The origin of the fortifications in the Bovec 
area reaches as far back as the 15th century, 
to the time of the Republic of Venice, and 
later on to the Napoleonic military cam-
paigns in the early 19th century. In response 
to the threat from Italy the Austrians built 

six Carinthian fortifications (Karntner Sper-
ren) towards the end of the 19th century, 
to which  belong the one at Predel and the 
two fortifications at Kluže. However, they 
had become out of date by the outbreak of 
the war in 1914 and could not serve their 
original function.
When Napoleon entered the world history, 
not even the Upper Soča Region could 
escape this fact. Why did the army of Na-
poleon advance three times exactly through 
this valley and what surprises were awaiting 
the French at Kluže and on Predel? How did 
the French march affect the local popula-
tion?
....................................................... 
The valley of Kanalska dolina  
(La Valcanale)
This is the contact area of four languages: 
Italian, Slovenian, German and Friulan. 
From here, it is possible to ascend the hill 
of Monte Santo di Lussari (Višarje), where 
the popular pilgrimage sanctuary is situated, 
or visit the Venetian palace at Malborgetto 
(Naborjet) and the Mining museum at Cave 
del Predil (Rabelj).



¶ The Trenta valley with the 
source of the Soča; the Triglav 
National Park; the story of Julius 
Kugy; the Alpine botanical gar-
den Juliana; the First World War 
military cemetery
.......................................................
The Trenta valley with the 
source of the Soča
The Soča springs to daylight as an attrac-
tive karstic spring from under the glaciated 
mountains of the Julian Alps. Supposed by 
many to be the most beautiful European Al-
pine river, it fascinates again and again with 
its emerald green colour. The horseshoe-
shaped Trenta valley along the upper section 
of the Soča is deeply cut in between the 
mountains. With its diversity of flora and 
fauna, rich cultural heritage and picturesque 
villages, forests, streams, waterfalls, narrow 
gorges, footbridges, alps and immense faces 

The mysteries of 
the land of Goldhorn 



of the high mountains, it offers a variety of 
options to visitors. Would you like to hear 
a folk tale about the Goldhorn steinbock 
(Zlatorog)?
.......................................................
The Triglav National Park
It is the sole national park in Slovenia. It was 
named after Mt. Triglav, the highest peak 
in Slovenia (2864 m) and held to be the 
symbol of Slovenian identity. The Triglav 
National Park extends over a large part of 
the Julian Alps, in the Upper Soča region 
it encompasses two valleys, i.e. Trenta and 
Lepena, the Krn range, the Tolmin gorge 
where it reaches the lowest altitude, the 
ecological village of Čadrg, and the Tolmin–
Bohinj mountains. It belongs to the oldest 
and the most beautiful European parks. The 
village Trenta hosts the Information center 
of the Triglav National Park.
....................................................... 
The story of Julius Kugy
Dr. Julius Kugy was renowned as a passion-
ate alpine climber and mountain enthusiast. 
He dedicated his life to the search of a mys-
terious flower named „Scabiosa trenta“. His 
precious experiences and the good knowl-
edge of the Julians were more than welcome 
for the Austro-Hungarian army in the time 

of the First World War. Which are the places 
where a visitor to Trenta can meet with the 
memory of him? 
....................................................... 
The Alpine botanical garden Juliana
This is the first and also the only alpine 
botanical garden in natural environment on 
the Slovenian territory, established in 1826. 
It is intended not only for botanists who pro-
fessionally deal with the flora but also, and 
mainly, for those who love mountains, and 
nature. About 600 different species thrive in 
Juliana, of a most diversified combination of 
alpine and karstic plants, a number of which 
grow only in Slovenia.



¶ The First World War outdoor 
museum Mrzli vrh; the alps; the 
memorial church at Javorca pla-
teau; fortifications at Polog
.......................................................
The First World War outdoor 
museum Mrzli vrh
It combines the remains of the Italian and 
the Austro-Hungarian first line of defence 
on the slope of Mt. Mrzli vrh (1359 m). The 
ridge is crisscrossed with numerous trenches 
and caves. In one of the Austro-Hungarian 
caves the altar survives which was erected by 
Hungarian soldiers.
.......................................................
The living alps
In the Upper Soča region numerous alps 
are still alive; sheep graze in the alps in 
the Bovec area, and cows in the alps in the 
Tolmin and Kobarid areas. These alps come 
to life in summertime. Farmers drive their 

The wealth  
of tradition of living alps



herds from valleys up to the mountains and 
the old, traditional cheese- and curd making 
starts. In the proximity of Mt. Mrzli vrh 
there are the alps of Pretovč, Lapoč, Sleme 
and Polog. Would you, too, like to meet in 
person and experience a bit of life in the alp?
....................................................... 
The memorial church of the Holy 
Spirit at Javorca plateau
The memorial church of the Holy Spirit is 
situated in the exceptional natural milieu 
of the Julian Alps. It was constructed at 
the time of the Isonzo Front by the hands 
of Austro-Hungarian soldiers and funded 
by their donations in order to preserve the 
memory of their fallen comrades. During the 
war a holy mass was celebrated every Sunday 
and the church was unanimously visited by 
the Catholics, Protestants, Orthodox, Jews, 
Muslims and even atheists, since they could 
forget the war for a short time in it. Today, 
it does not only represent a unique artistic 
monument but also a symbol of the value 
of concord and peace. It was assigned the 
European Heritage Label in 2007.  

....................................................... 
Fortifications at Polog
By signing the Treaty of Rapallo in 1920 
Italy annexed the west part of the Slovenian 
territory, which was later, until 1947, under 
different authorities. Along the border with 
the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes 
in the Upper Soča Region, the Kingdom of 
Italy began to build a system of fortifications 
and barracks. The well-preserved combat 
block at Polog which is also an entrance to 
the multi-level fortification, lures a visitor to 
a system of long and branched tunnels.



¶ The Tolmin museum; the First 
World War outdoor museum Men-
gore; the Tolmin peasant revolt; 
the Way of the Cross by M. Rupnik 
and the pilgrimage church of the 
Holy Virgin's Name; The Tolminka 
gorge
.......................................................
The Tolmin museum
The museum, housed in the onetime 
Coronini mansion, keeps the rich cultural 
heritage of the Soča region. Outstanding in 
the permanent exhibition, which shows the 
episodes from the millenia-long history of 
the Tolmin area, are the exceptional finds of 
the Early Iron Age from Most na Soči and 
the interesting presentation of the Tolmin 
peasant uprising of 1713.

The stories  
of Tolmin peasant rebels



.......................................................
The First World War outdoor 
museum Mengore
Across the hill of Mengore (453 m), which 
was part of the Tolmin bridgehead at the 
time of the Isonzo Front, ran the Austro-
Hungarian first line of defence. The circular 
path through the museum leads past numer-
ous caves, memorials, a water reservoir, 
remains of cabins and the onetime military 
cemetery all to the church of the Holy Vir-
gin's Name on top of the hill.
....................................................... 
The Tolmin peasant revolt
The great Tolmin peasant revolt, i.e. the last 
major peasant uprising on the Slovenian 
territory, began in 1713 due to the increase 
in state taxes on the sale of meat and wine. 
Unable to pay these taxes, the local peasants 
revolted and marched on Gorizia. The revolt 
was suppressed and sentence was passed 
on the rebels: 150 were jailed, 11 leaders 
were executed, and the villages had to pay 
penalties.  

....................................................... 
The Way of the Cross by M. Rupnik 
and the pilgrimage church of the 
Holy Virgin's Name
From the 14th century onwards the church 
of the Holy Virgin on Mengore hill has been 
closely related to the destiny of the people in 
the Tolmin area and the Upper Soča region. 
Ottoman inroads, grasshoppers, poor har-
vests due to droughts, earthquakes and other 
natural and historical disasters drove people 
to seek protection of the Holy Virgin. Here, 
the Tolmin peasant rebels used to gather and 
plan their fight for the old justice, and also 
during the First World War Mengore played 
and important role and had to pay for it. In 
1928 the church rose from its wartime ruins 
all renovated and decorated with paintings 
by Tone Kralj and his wife Mara Kralj. In 
1932 the Way of the Cross chapels were 
built along the path to Mengore hill. They 
were pulled down after the Second World 
War and later rebuilt and furnished with 
mosaic scenes of the Way of the Cross by the 
painter M. Rupnik.



¶Tomb of mons. Ivan Trinko; The 
Grotte d‘Antro (Landar cave); 
Castelmonte (Stara Gora hill); 
lunch with accordion accompani-
ment in a local Slavia Veneta inn; 
Institute of Slovenian Culture 
at San Pietro al Natisone (Špeter); 
the transborder First World 
War outdoor museum Kolovrat; 
Mt. Matajur – the mountain that 
unites 
.......................................................
Tomb of mons. Ivan Trinko
Slavia Veneta has always been characteristic 
for people who excelled in diverse fields. 
One of the most famous was monsignor 
Ivan Trinko (1863–1954) of Tercimonte 
(Tarčmun), a versatile artist who tried to 
mark his work with two features: religious 
and national. He was a beyond-border 
Slovenian Roman Catholic priest, poet, au-

The wisper of Krivapeta from  
Valli del Natisone (Nadiške doline)



thor, philosopher, translator, linguist, critic, 
composer, painter and primarily a promoter 
of Slovenian national consciousness on the 
other side of the Slovenian state border.
.......................................................
Grotte d‘Antro (Landar Cave)
The valleys Valli del Natisone are charac-
terized by karstic phenomena, of which 
caves are very numerous. In the past times 
caves served as shelters, simple workshops, 
fortified places or ritual sites and even as 
dwellings of Krivapetas and Škrats (Dwarfs), 
mysterious and alluring mythical beings. 
Landar Cave is one of such caves, with its 
length of more than 4 kms. Steep rocky steps 
lead to the cave where there are the remains 
of a medieval fortification, two chapels and 
a minor church with a wooden 17th century 
altar. Remains of the neolithic period and 
of the time of migration of peoples were aso 
found here. Among the most interesting 
finds are the remains of a skeleton of a cave 
bear (Ursus Spelaeus) that lived in this area 
more than 30,000 years ago. During the 
recent years experts have investigated the 
solar observatory which was arranged in the 
cave in the Middle Ages.

....................................................... 
Castelmonte (Stara gora hill)
At the foothills of Mt. Matajur, in the land 
of the legendary Slovenian chaplain Martin 
Čedermac where for thirteen centuries the 
Slovenians of Slavia Veneta have persistently 
maintained the vernacular Slovenian lan-
guage, culture and faith, stands the ancient 
and popular church of Our Lady on the 618 
metres high hill of Stara gora, merely eight 
kilometers away from Cividale (Čedad). The 
history of the Stara gora sanctuary reaches far 
back into the past, while the present building 
was constructed in 1744. It houses marble 
altars of the 17th century, while the statue of 
Mary originates from the early 15th century 
and belongs to the most beautiful images of 
Our Lady. Along the path to Stara gora stand 
wayside shrines with mosaic depictions of the 
Mysteries of the Rosary. The wonderful im-
age of Our Lady, a view from in front of the 
Stara gora church and the restored settlement 
with the encampment wall are sufficient 
reasons that Slovenian, Venetian and Friulian 
pilgrims like to return to this pilgrimage site.



¶ Etnographic museum at Luse-
vera (Bardo), Grotta di Villanova 
(Cave at Zavarh), lunch with 
accordion accompaniment in a lo-
cal inn, Breginjski kot area, Resia
.......................................................
Ethnographic museum  
at Lusevera (Bardo)
In addition to many other things it houses 
examples of all of architectural and rural 
relics of the Slavia-Veneta which were oth-
erwise mainly destroyed in the earthquake 
of 1976. Also folk tradition – story-telling, 
music, costumes and customs – is preserved 
and attractively presented, also by means of 
narration by Prof. Vilijem Černo, a tireless 
defender of Slovenism.
.......................................................
Grotta di Villanova (Cave at Zavarh)
One of the greatest points of natural interest 
in the valley of the Torre ranks among the 

Experiencing the world along 
the Nadiža, Torre and in Resia



most important caves in Italy both from the 
speleological and the scientific aspect. It was 
discovered in 1925. The seven-kilometres-
long cave boasts several minor halls, colossal 
stalactites and a lakelet. As a rule, caves originate 
in limestone, but part of this cave originated 
in flysch, the impermeable and insoluble rock; 
therefore it has a very typical form: large pas-
sages and halls with low ceilings.
....................................................... 
Breginjski kot area
It extends between Mt. Stol (1673) and 
Mt. Mija (1.237 m) along the river Nadiža. 
The most important tradition of the area is 
represented by ethnological monuments, 
especially the remains of exceptional spatial 
and architectural heritage which was to a 
larger extent unfortunately destroyed in the 
earthquake of 1976. Nowadays, the only 
preserved little part of the old village core of 
Breginj, the central settlement of the area, 
shows the dwelling culture of the onetime 
inhabitants, the ingenuity of their solutions 
and the harmonious correspondence with 
the natural environment. The old village 
core, with the museum and the church of 
St. Nicholas with the parish house, ranks 
among cultural monuments. Two other 
favourite destinations for visitors are: the 

Napoleon Bridge across the Nadiža, cosily 
warm in summer, and –according to the 
belief of many visitors – also a river with 
healing capacities, and the black kitchen at 
Robidišče, the westernmost Slovenian vil-
lage, with Slavia-Veneta architectural style of 
buildings. It is situated on a remote plateau 
at the altitude of 650 m. Interesting proves 
to be a visit to the more than 300-years-old 
Vanč's house (Vančeva hiša), whose interior 
has been preserved unchanged, with the 
typical floor plan and the kitchen with a 
low hearth. This type of smoke kitchen is, in 
addition to the preserved items of interior 
furnishings, a real rarity on the Slovenian 
territory.
....................................................... 
Resia
A large part of Resia belongs to the natural 
park of the Julian Sub-Alps. In Stolvizza 
(Solbica) there is a museum of knife grind-
ers; this vocation was typcal of this valley 
and spread widely towards the end of the 
18th century; have you already heard the 
tales Little Beasts of Resia (Zverinice iz 
Rezije)? Would you like to dance to Resian 
folk tunes and listen to Resian guttural sing-
ing in local dialect?



The Walk of Peace unites the heritage of the 
Isonzo Front and natural wonders of the 
Upper Soča Region. Trekking along the 100 
kms long walk or only along one section of it 
offers an active rest in the beautiful, tranquil, 
unspoilt nature, characterized by the river 
Soča, the world of medium-high and high 
mountains, herds of sheep and goats, and 
still living alps in summertime, and the his-
tory of the First World War. It starts at Log 
pod Mangartom, at the entrance to the mine 
shaft named Štoln, and ends at the outdoor 
museum Mengore near Most na Soči. It is 
divided into five sections, each of which 
can be done in one day. It runs past military 
cemeteries and chapels, the fortification 
Kluže, six outdoor museums, the gorges 
of the Koritnica, the gorge of the Soča, 
idyllic mountain alps, the fall of Kozjak, 
the charnel houses at Kobarid and Tolmin, 
the memorial church of the Holy Spirit at 
Javorca, and the Tolmin gorge.

Diversity of life 
along the walk of peace





Informacije in zbirno mesto – Information and Muster Area – in-
formationen und Treffpunkt – Informazioni e punto di ritrovo
Informacijski center Pot miru
Gregorčičeva ul. 8, 5222 Kobarid, Slovenija
Tel. 00386 (0)5 38 90 167
 HYPERLINK “mailto:fundacija.potimiru@siol.net” fundacija.
potimiru@siol.net
 HYPERLINK “http://www.potmiru.si” www.potmiru.si

The „Walk of Peace in the Soča Region“ Foundation

Gregorčičeva ul. 8 
5222 Kobarid, Slovenija

 00386 (0)5 389 01 67
  www.potmiru.si
 fundacija.potimiru@siol.net
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