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Soca Valley 
Pot Miru

adej Koren earned his master ’s degree 
in history at the University of Ljubljana.  
In the recent years he has devoted his 

professional work to the development of the 
Walk of Peace – i.e. the product of history 
and tourism, which connects the heritage of 
the Isonzo Front (WW1) on the territory from 
the Alps to the Adriatic along the Slovenian-
Italian border.  The Walk of Peace successfully 
combines heritage of historical interest with 
the beauty of nature, culture and local 
gastronomy.   

T

Outdoor Museum Kolovrat 
uring the First World War the Italian Army built an extensive system of the third line 
of defence on the Kolovrat range, called “linea d’armata”.  The remains of this 
defence presents commander and observation posts, machine-guns and gun 
positions, caves and networks of trenches which have been organised to cre-

ate a fascinating Outdoor Museum.  An intricate level of detail has gone into this project 
which ensures that any restoration or maintenance that takes place is carried out using 
original building materials from the time of the First World War itself.  As a trans-border mu-
seum, the structures of the third Italian line of defence are densely tossed on both sides 
of the border.  Explore the Slovenian section to enjoy beautiful vistas stretching from Mt.  
Kanin and the Krn range to Mt.  Sveta Gora.

D

oca Valley (Slovenia) or Isonzo (Italy) is a 138 kilometre long river that flows through western Slovenia and northeastern 
Italy.  During The Great War a lot of blood was shed in Slovenia as part of the Soca Front battles that witnessed the loss 
of more than a million lives.  Almost 100 years on, the region commemorates the fallen with the Walk of Peace along the 
stunningly beautiful mountainous landscape.   

S “Visitors can take a walk through trenches and caves, 
get some insight into the life of soldiers in the time of 

the Isonzo Front, and enjoy the peace of unspoiled 
nature.  Thanks to the exceptional panoramic view and 

rich flora and fauna, Kolovrat is the most frequented 
location along the Walk of Peace.”

Expert BioTadej Koren
Managing Director, 
The Walk of Peace

Tadej Koren
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The Kozjak Waterfall

s you explore the Soca Valley you will find most of the natural beauties are hid-
den away in numerous gorges, cutting through terraced morainic alluviums in the 
surroundings.  The most fascinating of which is the Veliki Kozjak waterfall.  The Koz-
jak stream, a left tributary of the Soca River, runs through many chutes, and drops 

over six waterfalls.  At the mouth of the chute, the water dives deep to the Veliki Kozjak.  
The water falls an impressive 15 metres deep into an almost subterranean cave.  Its walls 
are reminiscent of those in the Karst caves while a large blue-green pool has formulated 
at the base of the fall adding to the picturesque nature of the natural beauty.  

A

“Along its course from the Krn range to its mouth 
at the Soča, the brook of Kozjak forms several 
waterfalls.  The most impressive, Veliki Kozjak 
(the Grand Kozjak), has hollowed a kind of an 

underground hall, at the bottom of which is a pool 
fed by water which falls from the height of 15 metres.”

The Memorial Church of the Holy Spirit at Javorca Plateau

his beautiful wooden structure lies high above the rushing Tolminka River encap-
sulated by the natural environment of the Julian Alps.  The outside of the church is 
decorated with stylised coats-of-arms of all the monarchies and lands of Austria 
and Hungary.  The interior is classic art nouveau, adorned with colourful decora-
tions.  It was built in 1916, during the time of the Isonzo Front, by the Austro-Hun-

garian soldiers to the memory of their fallen comrades while the message of the church is 
Peace.  Listed as a European Cultural Heritage site by the Council of Europe, the Memo-
rial Church at Javorca is an important part of the Walk of Peace.

T

Tadej Koren

“Every Sunday, soldiers of different religions would 
gather there for a holy mass, when they could briefly 

forget about the war.  It is not only a unique jewel 
of art, but it has also preserved the symbolic value 

of harmony and peace.  It bears the Label of the 
European Cultural Heritage.”

Tadej Koren
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Italian Charnel House

he Italian Charnel House is located above the Slovenian town of Kobarid, near 
the Italian border.  Much like the Memorial Church of the Holy Spirit which com-
memorates the fallen Austro-Hungarian soldiers, this building was opened by Benito 
Mussolini in memory of the fallen Italian soldiers during the First World War.  Built on 

a three-tier rising octagonal platform which narrow as they rise.  In two circles you can see 
niches with surnames and names of soldiers and military ranks.  The Italian Charnel House 
and beautifully pristine white Church of Saint Anton are both worth exploring, while the 
luscious green landscape of Gradic Hill and the calming blue waters of the Soca River 
simply complete the experience.

T

The Story of Ernest Hemingway

n 1918, during the First World War, the famous author Ernest Hemingway signed on to 
be an ambulance driver in Italy for the Red Cross.  Only five years later, he released 
one of his earliest novels focussing on an American Lieutenant serving on the Isonzo 
Front in the ambulance corps of the Italian Army.  In it, he writes ‘Only the names of 

places had dignity ’.  Offering vivid insights into how historic memory has been used over 
the decades to foster different versions of the nation, the state, patriotism and the war 
itself.  Before you take your guided tour along the Walk of Peace, give A Farewell to Arms 
a read and put yourself in the tragic boots of the fallen soldiers.    

I

“The worldwide famous American author chose the 
Isonzo Front as the setting of his historical novel “A 

Farewell to Arms”.  Did the author ever visit the Soča 
Valley and the former scene of the Isonzo Front in 

person, or didn’t he?  Try and find the answer to this 
question on a guided tour along the Walk of Peace.”

Tadej Koren

The Soca Valley is a place of wonderful colours, beautiful waterfalls and mountainous 
landscapes.  It is incredible to believe that such a beautiful destination could be the set-
ting for such tragic events during the war.  With its military remembrance and undulating 

tranquillity, the Soca Valley offers every variety of   Peace.
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he Soča valley is renowned for its emerald river Soča and the unspoiled 
nature of medium-high- and high mountains.  An indelible mark of World War 
1 has for ever been set on the map of European history by Kobarid.  The 
Walk of Peace is dedicated to the memory of the victims of World War I 
and to the warning that wars should never be waged again.  The Walk of 
Peace in the Soča valley is 100 kilometres long.  It connects the heritage of 
the Isonzo Front and natural points of interest in the areas of Kobarid, Bovec 

and Tolmin.

It represents the initial section of the Walk of Peace from the Alps to the Adriatic which runs 
along the onetime front line on both the Slovenian and Italian sides of the border.  It is uni-
formly marked and it is suitable for trekkers and bikers.  Car or bus access to some major points 
of interest is also possible too.  The Walk of Peace runs past six outdoor museums, a number 
of military cemeteries, the fortress Kluže, the gorges of the Koritnica and the Soča, idyllic 
mountain alps within the area of the Triglav National Park, the Kozjak waterfall, the charnel 
houses at Kobarid and Tolmin, the memorial church of the Holy Spirit at Javorca plateau, the 
Tolminka gorges, etc.

T In Kobarid, there is a Visitor centre of the Walk of Peace, where visitors can get all the infor-
mation about the Walk of Peace and tourist information, there is a rich assortment of local 
souvenirs and an interactive exhibition “A Virtual Walk along the Walk of Peace”.

The Walk of Peace is the right choice for all who wish to actively spend their leisure time, en-
joy magnificent views, peace and beauties of nature, learn about history and culture, meet 
locals, experience the present life and taste delicious products of the local cuisine.  Recom-
mended are guided visits to outdoor museums as well as other sections of the Walk of Peace 
accompanied by local tourist guides.

www.potmiru.siW
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+386 5 38 90 167

Pot Miru   

info@potmiru.si
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